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Dear Ms Francis 

Response to enquiry under Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 - Section 53 

Buckinghamshire Council Definitive Map 

North Mill Road to Footpath No. 81, Parish of Bledlow-cum-Saunderton 

Below is our response to your enquiry made after councillors consulted with local residents and 

examined materials presented to them.  The council’s opinion is as follows: 

1. It is clear that the intention was for there to have been a pedestrian right of way between points A 

and B as evidenced by: 

a. The green footpath sign, presumably placed by Buckinghamshire County Council or one 

of its predecessors outside the white gates on the approach to Lydebrook (Fig 1 and Fig 

2). 

b. The documented frequent use of the right of way from North Mill Road in a North 

Westerly direction towards Ilmer. 

2. That there was a footpath along this route is further confirmed by the declaration dated 2 

November 1983 by Mr & Mrs Stokes acknowledging the existence of a public footpath.  A later 

statement dated 8 October 2014 signed by Peter and Janet Wilder, refers to a ‘footpath’, rather 

than a ‘public footpath’ but this does not refute the existence of a public footpath. 

3. The length of concrete between points A and B has probably always been a road as evidenced by 

the material made available to Buckinghamshire Council by Mr Jeffrey and others.  

 

Concerns re due process 

Apart from commenting on the current situation, the Parish Council is extremely concerned that 

proper process was not followed when the alleged closure of the pedestrian right of way was made: 

despite carrying out searches, there is no record of the Parish Council having been consulted. Indeed 

an email of 20th July 2021 from Nick Graham, Director for Legal & Democratic Services, 

Buckinghamshire Council confirms that the Parish Council was not consulted at all. 

• If Mr Jeffrey’s contentions are correct and that the concrete running from points A to B was a 

road the wrong process was followed and it should have been closed under Section 47 of the 

Highways Act 1980, according to the act this would involve consulting with the Parish Council. 



  

• At this point the Parish Council has not gone to the expense of legal advice, but if the route from 

point A to point B was a footpath we would have expected Buckinghamshire County Council to 

have used either: 

a. Section 116 of the 1980 Highways Act which requires a hearing by Magistrates. 

b. Or possibly , section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, though this would 

be inappropriate as this provision is for use ‘in order to enable development to be carried 

out’ which is not the case 

As the Parish Council was not consulted, due process was not followed.  So, any closure is unsafe and 

almost certainly ineffective - it may be that both the pedestrian and the vehicular right of way was 

never closed in the first place. 

Recommendation for short term action 

Taking a more pragmatic approach, the major loss is of the pedestrian right of way.  Though on paper 

there is an alternative route via BCS/30/3 and BCS/1/1, this route is often impassable as The Lyde 

needs to be crossed twice.  There are bridges, but these are submerged underwater following the 

increasingly frequent heavy rain we are experiencing (see Fig 4).   

Thus we recommend: 

1. The footpath should be reopened as soon as possible. 

2. The deterrent notices on the Lydebrook gate should be removed. 

3. Ideally the white gates should be removed. 

4. If the white gates are left in place, they should be set well back in order to let longer vehicles such 

as trailers and refuse vehicles turn around. 

The Parish Council look forward to seeing the outcome of your enquiries, and would be interested to 

know when they should expect them. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tracey Martin 

Clerk, Bledlow-cum-Saunderton Parish Council 



  

Appendices 

 

Fig 1. Screengrab from Google Maps clearly showing a footpath sign pointing towards Ilmer in 

March 2010. 

 

Fig 2. Photograph by M Britnell taken 20 April 2020 again showing Public Footpath sign still in 

place. 



  

 

Fig 3. Photo of intimidating signs on white gate which have inhibited walkers. 

    

Fig 4. Photos of flooded bridge across The Lyde on the alternate route. 

 

Statement dated 2 November 1983 by Mr & Mrs Stokes acknowledging the existence of a public  

footpath (see Paragraph 6). 
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Other supporting material to be attached 
Statement dated 2 November 1983 by Mr & Mrs Stokes acknowledging the existence of a public footpath 

Statement dated 8 October 2014 signed by Peter and Janet Wilder footpath 
















